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ON commenfing to read tbe pa- 
per in your last number on 
party spirit, signed " An Observer," 
I thought at least the title and intro- 
ductory reinarks promised well ; for 
1 also am a rltciiled opponent to the 
faction of party. I cii.slike all vio- 
lence, on any side, and do not think 
that the very best ends will justify 
dishonourable means. Yet this is 
ah error too common amon<^ contro- 
versiali,^ts,vvhoofief) support thecaose 
they advocate without being sirict- 
)v* scrupulous about the means they 
eiiiploy. I. equally with the writer, 
disapprove of uiiemperale language, 
but I make a great difference be- 
tween violencw and iirmness of lan- 
guage and conduct. 

I had not read much of Observ- 
er's letter, till I perceived thai he 
was one of the numerous fashion- 
able political sect, who confine 
their ideas of moderation to one side 
exclusively. They condemn all 
strong language, hojvmuch soever the 
u'se ot it may be sanctioned by truih 
and justice. Trimmers ihemselvt-s, 
and unwilling to ofiend any, thev 
attempt to reduce ail to their own 
standard, very far below proof spl- 
r'li. Mounttid on their censorian 
chairs, they <leal id censure on all 
who are not as timid af(d time- 
serving as themselves. Alfectedly 
moUerate, thty condemn those viho 
with ai^ honest zeal, undaunted'ly 
speak bold truths, and with the true 
cant of the sect, condemn all at- 
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tempts of this nature, lest a too loud 
or too earnest a tone, should in a[\ 
uncourtly manner disturb the pre- 
vailing iiidirterence of the tiintiS. 
But their parialily is evident, for 
while ihey strongly censure one 
side, they are very tender towards 
the other, either totally paSstfig by 
the impropriety of their coijiituct, 
or expressing a slijjht and 'uitdefin- 
ed censure. They i^ently rebuke 
Orangemen, but most probably have 
not signed the peiiuon to parliament 
against their proceedings. Tfiey 
admit in Words thedaiins of the 
Catholics, but they eagerly catch at 
every impropriety, and in many in- 
stances at only the appearance of 
impropriety, and severely blame 
them, in a style very dittereiit from 
the tolerance conceded to their op- 
ponents. To the failings ofoaeside 
tney are disposeil to be, blind; but 
by no means so to ihe errors of the 
other. "Call ye this, backing your 
friends," or strict impartiality? 

Many are the contrivances to 
hide a man's aposlacy, even from 
himself, wlien he is inclined to go 
with the general oorifiiit. Ollkei v- 
er, with partial views, condemns the 
Catholics for injuring their cause liy 
their violtiice, whicli he saj^s lias pic- 
ve n ted some of theiriollnerAffW friends 
from coir.iii" again furwaro in their 
support. He may be usefully em. 
ployed in extriing bis knowledge 
of himself to a»<ertaiii whether the 
fault lie in himself orin ihc reprobat- 
ed violence of the Caihoilcs. "Tiie 
many respectable individuals re- 
presenting the landed interest of 
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several large and populous coun- 
ties," or in other terms, Grand Jur- 
ors, are supposed by the writer to 
have been forced into a change of 
sentiment from the violence of the 
Catholic Board If be had looked 
a little deeper, and if "his visnal 
nerve had been pprfjed with eu- 
phrasy and rue," be JD'ght have 
perceived how littlt- reliance cati be 
placed on the independence of the 
landed interest, which almost always 
bends in subseryiency to the sup- 
posed views of government. In 
1792 grand juries spoke as strongly 
against PathoJics, and with the same 
pretence against their violence, 
while thpy were shewing their own. 
The present year affords a duplicate 
of their former conduct in terms ra- 
ther fainter ; and yet in 1793, when 
the elective franchise was granted 
to Catholics they prudently refrain- 
ed from redeeming their pledge of 
lives and forHines ip stjpport of 
Protestant ^spendancy. It may be 
fairly asked, if this array of the 
Protcsitaut Boards of grafid juries 
against the Catholic Board, arise? 
from the errors of "Catholic detpa- 
gogiips" or the sycophancy or pre- 
judices of ' Protestant monopolists." 
The Catholic poard have proved 
themselves friends to peace stud re- 
jjularity. Their address of last ye^r, 
and their renewed one of this year, 
prove that their strenuous exertions 
have not been wapting to repress the 
outrages <>f the Thrashers, with whopi 
It would be the greatest degrt-e of 
injustice in the smallest degree to 
implicate them, in the cam of nio- 
dtration there are always motives to 
run with the crowd ; and lukewarm 
suspicious friends readily frame ex- 
cuses to turn with the times, The 
grovelling spirit of affected moder- 
ation, the base counterfeit of a su- 
periority to party-spirit, and of a 
gross partiality, under a mask of im- 



partiajity, characterizes the present 
era, and forms a stigma on the 
age. 

The newspaper press in Ulster 
has for several years largely and 
disgracefully participated in the 
partiality complained of. Some e- 
ditors have consistently kept on the 
side of power. Let them follow 
their vocation. They cannot he 
charged with inconsistency, or with 
vaunting their ovvn praises for im- 
partiality; but others, equally repre- 
hensible, chaunt their impartislity 
and moderation, while they watch 
every opportunity of censuring one 
side," but preserve the cautious si- 
lence of servility in blaming the ac- 
tions of the other. They complaiti 
of the disinterment of Q,uail, and 
hint that the injured are too ready 
to complain ; but say nothing of the 
profocation of a hostile procession, 
which led to it. They reprobate 
the aitjick on the putch sailors in 
Belfast, but fail in holding an even 
balance in condetnning the insignia 
of party exhibited at the Excise Of- 
fice in ihp same town. The Netv- 
ry Telfgraph pretends friendship 
to. the Catholics, but the value of 
that friendship mav be estimated 
by the luke\yarm suspicidus support 
of their c?iuse, and their measured 
gentle censure of the conduct of 
Orangemen. I have heard of an 
editor of a paper, whose former po- 
litical opinions are at variance with 
his present conduct, and who excus- 
es bis apostacy by comparing him- 
self to a spade, which his employ- 
ers had a right to use "for tbfir emo- 
lument. A man may honestly and 
honourably sell his manual labour, 
and identify himself for the time 
being with his instrument, by hir- 
ing himself literally to till the 
ground ; but base must he be, if 
any inducement causes him to sell 
his intellectual powers, and degrade 
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himself into a machine to pfopa- 
gate sentiments which his heart con- 
demns. , ,, 

In the latter part of your last Ma- 
gazine, I find another letter signed 
"An Observer." I suppose he is 
the same correspondent, for a similar 
claim to impartiality without de- 
serving it. runs through his account 
of the late melancholy affair' at Kil- 
keel. He states that the Catholics 
^yere supposed to be orgauiaed ; but 
omits to state that the Orange yeo- 
men were also banded in an illegal 
association. He, or his ioforrnant, 
says nothing uf the subsequent pro- 
ceedings of the nest day. Is this 
the ill) partiality of a correct relater 
of facts? Suppression is often as 
much opposed to the interests 
of truth, as direct falsiiicaiiun. In 
giving evidence, it is as important 
to tell the whole truth, as to declare 
nothing but the truth. 

Observer "wishes to see the 
press emancipated from every de- 
gree of corrupt influence, let it arise 
from what quarter it may." i4e 
desires good principles in the con- 
ductors of the press, and adds, 
that "the dogmas of a party 
should be no guide to an editoir j 
his mind should be free to commend 
what is good, and to reprobate *hat 
is bad/' We agree in fjeneral prin- 
ciples, but I totally ditterfronn him 
ill the application of them. He 
wishes to cunfouad moderation with 
a secret bias to one sidfe. This de- 
stroys his claim to impartiality, 
which, when strictly analyzed, if 
be will pardon an inteutionat bull, 
will be found to be all on one 
side. • ■ • ' • 

Straight Fomvvi d^ 
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THIS is a new era for a&brdJng 
insti'actioia to the poorer dassei 



of society. I rejoice in it^ pro- 
vided this useful direction of pub- 
lic opinion is lasting; and does not 
like other fashions of the day, pass 
away withpiit leaving many useful 
traces behind. I sometinies (ijar 
that some new whim will seize the 
ever. changing and unsettled popu- 
lar mind, and that many who have 
warmly entered for a time >>u the 
business, will grow liren, and being 
disappointed in their enthusiastic 
views on the subject, will propor- 
tionably cool, and from overheated 
zeal, will sink into iuditference and 
disgust, because ail their eager 
visions of immediate advantages hu.ve 
Dot been realised; Tne wock of 
instruction musinecessaiiiy be slow, 
and perseverance long cunimued, 
can only be rationally expected to 
be crowned with success. The ex- 
perienced farmer carefully awaits 
the due season between the sowing 
of the seed, and the reaping of the 
harvest, and does not fool isiily an- 
ticipate the course of the seasons, 
Ahhoogb as much good may not 
immediately appear horn tusiiuct- 
ing the poor as some may have ex- 
pected, yet still important beaetits 
have arisen from tiie eseriionsi 
which have been made. My aiiu 
is not to discom'age, bat to incite 
to steady persftverauce. 

But vvit'ii ail my aeai in the cause 
of ihstructiou, 1 occasionally espy 
defects in some very benevolent 
plans to promote it. I perceive in 
some publications inteudea as lead- 
iutJ books tor tins class ol society, 
the iutroduciiou ot puerile cbouj^iJis, 
and a slaag iaiif;uage not well 
caiculattd lo iuipror«. In a birok 
ot this kind with which I iaieij iuet, 
I touud a setiiuneui pat mtw iiie 
inomh ' of one ot the speakers as a 
proverbial iaciiement to uidustry, 
and a Weak aiitmpt to shcrt the 
powers we possess of afetumulatiou, 
that w* ba«! ofiiy ©ne cifjuth to 



